INTRODUCTION
The use of point of care sonography in the emergency department has expanded substantially in the last three decades. It has become a routine and integral part of care provided by emergency physicians not only in Canada, but in many other countries as well. Moreover, emergency medicine training programs now incorporate point of care sonography training. This position statement serves as an update on CAEP's previous recommendations with regards to the use of point of care sonography in Canada. Furthermore, CAEP acknowledges that emergency medicine and point of care sonography are continually evolving and that any recommendation in this position statement may not accurately reflect current practice. RECOMMENDATIONS 1. Availability
Emergency departments choosing to utilize point
of care sonography should strive to have sonographic evaluation by emergency physicians trained in its use available 24 hours a day.
Resources
2. In emergency departments choosing to utilize point of care sonography, equipment should be immediately available in the emergency department and possess appropriate functionality and quality for sonographic evaluations.
Scope of Practice
3. The use of point of care sonography by appropriately trained emergency physicians is within their scope of practice. Sonography can be used in-but is not limited to-the clinical situations listed below. When using sonography as a diagnostic tool, the clinician should be attempting to answer a specific predetermined question.
Basic Applications
N Cardiac arrest 9-12 N Assessing for pericardial effusion 9,13-16 N Thoracoabdominal trauma 3,17- 
